
Handout 2: ExamplEs of gEndEr-basEd violEncE documEntEd in 
EastErn EuropE and cEntral asia 

This table provides a snapshot of examples of GBV documented in the EECA region. It does not include domestic 
and intimate partner violence in their several forms, which are addressed by a range of national prevalence studies 
(see handout 3). This table is not exhaustive; nor does it imply that certain forms are common only in the EECA 
region and/or only in the countries listed as examples.1

Form of violence Definition Examples of countries

Bride kidnapping 
and other forms 
of forced mar-
riage

Bride kidnapping is the act of taking a woman or girl against her will through de-
ception or force and using physical or psychological coercion to force her to marry 
one of her abductors (HRW 2006). Forced marriage is the union of two persons at 
least one of whom has not given their full and free consent to the marriage (CoE 
PA 2005).

Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, 
Turkey 14 

Early/child mar-
riage 

Child marriage is the union of two persons at least one of whom is under 18 years 
of age (CoE PA 2005). 

Observed in most 
countries of the re-
gion15

Gender-biased 
sex-selection in 
favour of boys

Sex selection can take place before a pregnancy is established, during pregnancy 
through prenatal sex detection and selective abortion, or following birth through 
infanticide or child neglect (OHCHR/UNFPA/UNICEF/UN Women/WHO 2011).

Albania, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Georgia 

Ill—treatment 
and torture in 
detention

Violence committed against women in detention facilities (e.g. police cells, prisons, 
immigration detention centres). Forms of such violence against women in deten-
tion include: sexual violence, including rape; inappropriate surveillance during 
showers or undressing; strip searches conducted by or in the presence of men; 
and verbal sexual harassment, or demands for sexual acts in exchange for privi-
leges, goods or basic necessities (UN Secretary-General 2006). Further, security 
forces may use ill-treatment, extrajudicial execution, torture, rape, or sexual abuse 
while in detention to make women reveal the whereabouts of male relatives or to 
“confess” to crimes (UN Special Rapporteur VAW 2006). 

Observed in many 
countries of the re-
gion.16

Killings in the 
name of honour

A practice in which women and girls suspected of defiling their family’s honour by 
their misconduct can be killed by their brother, father, uncle or another relative 
who thus restores the said honour. Honour killings are executed for instances of 
rape, infidelity, flirting or any other instance perceived as disgracing the family’s 
honour, and the woman is then killed by a male relative to restore the family’s 
name in the community. The allegation of misconduct alone is considered enough 
to defile a man’s or family’s honour, and is therefore enough to justify the killing of 
the woman. The men who commit the murder typically go unpunished or receive 
reduced sentences (UN Women Virtual Knowledge Centre).

Albania, Turkey 17

Sexual harass-
ment at the work 
place 

Harassment of a person because of her or his sex, as by making unwelcome sexual 
advances or otherwise engaging in sexist practices that cause the victim loss of 
income, mental anguish and the like (UN Women Virtual Knowledge Center).

Observed in many 
countries of the region 

Sexual violence 
used as a weapon 
of war

Sexual violence used or commissioned as a tactic of war in order to deliberately 
target civilians or as a part of a widespread or systematic attack against civilian 
populations (Security Council 2008).

Observed in many 
countries of the region 

Suicides following 
experiences of 
domestic vio-
lence; suicide in-
stigated by family 
members

Suicides committed by women to escape violence and oppression, sometimes 
prompted by pressure from family members for in adherence to “proper” or “hon-
ourable” conduct. In some cases, recorded suicide cases may also be disguised 
murders (UN Special Rapporteur VAW 2007). 

Observed in many 
countries of the region 

 14     Female and Feminist NGOs Initiatives on CEDAW - Kazakhstan 2014; HRW 2006; UN Country Team Kyrgyz Republic/UNFPA 2008, CEDAW 
2010. 
 15     UNFPA 2014.
 16     CoE PA 2011. 
 17     CEDAW 2010, CEDAW 2010a.



Trafficking in 
women

The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a woman, by 
means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of 
fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of 
the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person 
having control over a woman, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall 
include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms 
of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slav-
ery, servitude or the removal of organs (UN 2000).

Observed in many 
countries of the region 

Violence and 
harassment com-
mitted against 
sex workers

The use of harassment or violence, whether psychological, physical, sexual, or eco-
nomical, against a sex worker. Sexual violence can also include forcing sexual inter-
course without a condom (PROI 2011). 

Observed in many 
countries of the region 


